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some of the most remarkable men of the age, among them
Caedmon the poet and St. John of Beverley.

The story of Caedmon, the cowherd in the service of the
monastery, has often been told. Bede tells how * being some-
times at feasts, when all agreed for glee's sake to sing in turn,
he no sooner saw the harp come towards him than he rose
from the board and turned homewards. Once when he had
done this and gone from the feast to the stable where he had to
take care of the cattle that night. . . there appeared to him in
his sleep one who said, saluting him by his proper name,
" Caedmon, sing some song to me/' He answered, " I cannot
sing, for this cause left I the feast and came hither." The
other replied, " However you shall sing." " What shall I
sing? " rejoined he. " Sing the beginning of created beings,**
said the other. Hereupon he began presently to sing verses to
the praise of God . . . the purport whereof was thus : We are
now to praise the Maker of the heavenly kingdom, the power
of the Creator and his counsel, the deeds of the Father of
glory.' When Caedmon awoke, he remembered all he had sung
in his dream and being brought before the Abbess Hilda and
the brethren, he repeated the verses to them. * They all con-
cluded that heavenly grace had been conferred on him by Our
Lord.' Caedmon was given a passage in holy writ to put into
verse. c Having undertaken it he went away and, returning
the next morning, gave it to them composed in most excellent
verse, whereupon the Abbess, embracing the grace of God in
the man, instructed him to quit the secular habit, and take upon
him the monastic life/ Thus, until his death in 679, Caedmon
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